        

House Group Notes Mark 9:2-9

Questions
1. Climbing a mountain takes effort. What might God’s people achieve if we go up a mountain, or put time aside to listen for God’s voice? 

2. In the Old Testament God’s people couldn’t look on his face and live. What has changed, with the coming of Jesus? 

3. The disciples had glimpses of the glory of God, seen in Jesus, showing them that he was God’s Son. Name some of the miracles that might have helped them to see this (See Mk 1:23-27, 32-34, 40-42, Mk 6:34-44 etc).
4. When have we been convicted of Jesus’ claims to be the Son of God? What has convinced us? 

If we’ve not yet been convinced, where do we need to look, in order to move along in the journey of faith? 
5. What was the point of Jesus’ transfiguration? How did it affect the 3 disciples - and what does it mean for us, now?
6. In our own lives, how can we let the light of Jesus shine through us?  
7.  Final question. What other issues or questions were raised for you by the service or the sermon?
Readings for next Sunday (26 Feb) are Gen 9:8-17 & 1 Pet 3:17-22.

Brief outline of the sermon 

The Transfiguration - a glimpse of glory!
In the Bible, God sometimes communicates with his people from the mountain top, and here in Mark 9, something amazing is about to happen. Three of Jesus’ closest friends go with him, & when they reach the top of the mountain, they see Jesus talking with Moses and Elijah; long-dead Prophets of the Old Testament! 

Many of our experiences are second-hand, perhaps through reading a description in a book or seeing things on the news. Other things we experience hands-on, for ourselves; and these probably impact us more deeply. 

Have you ever played with the sunlight, watching it bounce off your watch, or a mirror, onto the ceiling? If we look directly at the source of the light, we’re in danger of being blinded, because we can’t stand the power that comes from the sun. But if we look instead at the light’s reflection, we’re safe. 

This is a bit like God’s glory; in the Old Testament we’re told that no-one can see God face-to-face & live, because of God’s glory. However, Jesus came to show us the Father, so we can look directly at the Son! (See Col 1:15 & Jn 14:6-11)
As in the TV programme “Through the Keyhole”, every now & again the disciples caught a glimpse of who Jesus truly is; the Son of God. But then they lost sight of that truth, & struggled with life – as we do too.  The miracles of Jesus were partly given to show that he is the Son of God - & to help us to believe in him too! (See John 20:30)

On the mountain top God gives his authority to Jesus’ claims. He also affirms that Jesus is his Son, and tells people to listen to him. 

At the Transfiguration, Jesus shone with God’s radiance, to reveal to us the glory of God. One of his many names is “The Light of the World”! 
Quote of the week “People are like stained-glass windows; they sparkle and shine when the sun is out. But when the darkness sets in, their true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from within.” (E Kubler-Ross)
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