We begin our study of the early chapters in Acts on September 25th. Please spend time getting acquainted with these formative chapters in the story of God’s New Testament people. This brief background information may also help in setting these early formative chapters in the context of the whole book.

We have also made available a longer introduction to the book of Acts written by Dick Clarkson for the St Albans training course. We have some printed copies but can send them electronically upon request. 

Author:-
Although the author does not name himself, evidence outside the Scriptures and inferences from the book itself lead to the conclusion that the author was Luke. 
Within the writing itself are some clues:-
Luke, the companion of Paul. 
In the description of the happenings in Acts, certain passages make use of the pronoun ‘we.’ At these points the author includes himself as a companion of Paul in his travels (16:10–17; 20:5—21:18; 27:1—28:16;). As an historian as careful with details as this author proves to be, has good reason for choosing to use ‘we’ in some places and ‘they’ elsewhere. The author was clearly present with Paul at the particular events described in the ‘we’ sections.

These ‘we’ passages include the period of Paul’s two-year imprisonment at Rome (ch. 28). During this time Paul wrote, among other letters, Philemon and Colossians. In them he sends greetings from his companions, and Luke is included among them (see Col 4:9–17 and Philemon 23–24). 
Luke, the physician. 
Although it cannot be proved that the author of Acts was a physician simply from his vocabulary, the words he uses and the traits and education reflected in his writings fit well his role as a physician (28:6). It is true that the doctor of the first century did not have as specialized a vocabulary as that of doctors today, but there are some usages in Luke-Acts that seem to suggest that a medical man was the author of these books. And it should be remembered that Paul uses the term ‘doctor’ in describing Luke (see Col 4:14).
Recipient:-
The recipient of the book, Theophilus, is the same person addressed in the first volume, the Gospel of Luke.
Importance:-
The book of Acts provides a bridge for the writings of the New Testament. As a second volume to Luke’s Gospel, it joins what Jesus ‘began to do and to teach’ (1:1) as told in the Gospels with what he continued to do and teach through the apostles’ preaching and the establishment of the church. Besides linking the Gospel events on the one hand and the apostolic letters on the other, it supplies an account of the life of Paul from which we can learn the setting for his letters. Geographically its story spans the lands between Jerusalem, where the church began, and Rome, the political center of the empire. Historically it recounts the first 30 years of the church. It is also a bridge that ties the church in its beginning with each succeeding age. 
‘This book should be studied to gain an understanding of the principles that ought to govern the church of any age’. *
Theme and Purpose:-
Acts 1:8 .: ‘You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’. This is, in effect, is an outline of the book of Acts. The main purposes of the book appear to be:

1. To present a history. The significance of Acts as a historical account of Christian origins cannot be overestimated. It tells of the founding of the church, the spread of the gospel, the beginnings of congregations, and evangelistic efforts in the apostolic pattern. Our studies in these early chapters are especially important as they show the way first principles were being established as the inexperienced disciples wrestled with what it means to ‘be church’. They found themselves leading a new church/movement of over 3000! See Acts 2:41. This is where our study at Sunnyside takes up the story: Acts 2:42.
2. To give a defense. One finds embedded in Acts a record of Christian defenses made to both Jews (e.g., 4:8–12) and Gentiles (e.g., 25:8–11), with the underlying purpose of conversion. 

3. To provide a guide. In Acts we see basic principles being applied to specific situations in the context of problems and persecutions. These same principles continue to be applicable until Christ returns.
4. To depict the triumph of Christianity in the face of bitter persecution. The success of the church in carrying the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and in planting local churches across the Roman Empire demonstrated that Christianity was not a merely human work. 
5. Accurate historical detail. Every page of Acts abounds with sharp, precise details, to the delight of the historian. The account covers a period of about 30 years and reaches across the lands from Jerusalem to Rome. 
6. Literary excellence. At times he employs good, classical Greek; at other times the Palestinian Aramaic of the first century shows through his expressions. This is an indication of Luke’s careful practice of using language appropriate to the time and place being described. 
7. Dramatic description. Luke’s skillful use of speeches contributes to the drama and his use of details brings the action to life. ‘Nowhere in ancient literature is there an account of a shipwreck superior to Luke’s with its nautical details’* (Ch. 27). The book is vivid and fast-moving throughout. *Zondervan NIV Study Bible
8. Objective account. Luke’s careful arrangement of material demonstrates the objectivity of his account by recording the failures as well as the successes, the bad as well as the good, in the early church. 
9. Effective use of speeches. One of the distinguishing features of the book of Acts is its speeches. Studies of these speeches (speakers, audiences, circumstances, language and style of writing) give us reason to believe that they are accurate summaries of what was actually said.

Please make an effort to read the passage for reflection each week before you come along on a Sunday. You could do worse than reading it through in one sitting to get a good overview?  All the 10.00am teaching sermons will be on line at www.sunnysidechurch.org.uk 
	Dates                Passages

	September 25th 
	Acts Overview

	October 2nd 
	2:42-47

	October 9th 
	3:1-26

	October 16th 
	4:1-31

	October 23rd 
	4:32 – 5:11

	October 30th 
	5:12-42

	November 6th   
	6:1-15

	November 13th     Remembrance Sunday

	

	November 27th , 2011 Advent Sunday
10.00am Confirmation Service 
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A seven week series of teaching sermons from the early 
chapters of the book of 
the Acts of the Apostles

Chapter 2:42 – Chapter 6:15. 

Sept 25th – Nov 6th







