Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 27 May 2020
Readings
Psalm 96
Galatians 3

Some thoughts on Galatians 3

There was a deep division in the churches of Galatia. A group of Jewish Christians were demanding that Gentile converts observed the very demanding law of Moses. For Paul this was not only divisive but also went right to the heart of the gospel. The good news of Christ  wasn’t about doing the right things but about “believing in Jesus Christ”. 
In todays reading (Galatians 3) Paul is specifically addressing the Jewish Christians. The passage is a little difficult for us to follow as it’s very much like Paul speaking as a “Rabbi” addressing first Century Jews. 

Amongst the points that Paul makes, I note the following
*You did not receive the Spirit through observance of the law but by believing in the crucified Christ.

*God’s original promise to Abraham was that ALL nations would be blessed

*The law being given to Moses 430 years later didn’t change the original purpose
*No one can perfectly observe the law, failure brings a curse, but Jesus Christ in his crucifixion has saved us from this curse (v.10-14)

*In v.24 Paul calls the law our “paidagagos”. The paidigagos was a slave who was responsible for disciplining young children often using the stick. The AV translates this “the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ”

*v. 26-29 In Christ there are no divisions, racial, sexual, or class. We are all Abraham’s children and children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Question
Are we living by “faith” or living as if we are doing what we feel is the right thing “under the law”?
A Prayer of Dedication
Almighty God

we thank you for the gift of your holy word

May it be a lantern to our feet 

a light to our paths

and a strength to our lives.

Take us and use us

to love and serve all

in the power of the Holy Spirit

and in the name of your Son

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for last Sunday 

O God the King of glory

You have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ

With great triumph to your kingdom in heaven 

We beseech you, leave us not comfortless

But send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us

And exalt us to the place where Christ is gone before

Who is alive and reigns with you

In the unity of the Holy Spirit

One God, now and for ever. Amen

Prayers – use with the 5 parts of the prayers on the order of service sheet
“those affected by the corona virus”

Our Vicar Rebecca and others we know personally

All in hospital and care homes

“those guiding our nation at this time”

Prime Minister, Cabinet, and MP’s
Local councils

Schools and colleges

“for doctors, nurses …..”

Key workers especially in the NHS. 

“for the vulnerable and fearful”
All who have mental health issues (Mental Health awareness week)
All in difficult home situations

All who have been bereaved

For Bex in Uganda, and James and Joanna working with the Rohinga

All the people of Hong Kong

“ourselves”

Our  future as a church both nationally and locally when we meet again

If you want to ask any questions or comments please ring me on 01442-872725 or email jvmkirkby@aol.com
John Kirkby
