Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 17 June 2020
Readings
Psalm 24
Galatians 5:13-end
Some thoughts on Galatians 5:13-end
This letter was written by Paul to a church where an influential group of Jewish Christians were demanding that Gentile Christians both obeyed the law of Moses and were circumcised. Paul, defending his role as an apostle, writes in an uncompromising manner 

to show that this was totally against the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s main message in today’s reading is “Live by the Spirit and do not follow your sinful nature”
*(v. 13-15) Paul has just declared that new all have freedom from the law, but this does not mean that “we are free to do as we want”. The principle of the law of love remains – Jesus fulfilled the law by saying “Love God, and your neighbour as yourself”. Paul warns that if we fight each other we will destroy ourselves.  

 *(v.16-18) Paul challenges us – are we living by the Spirit or by our sinful nature (or flesh)? They are in conflict with each other. For the  Galatians he particularly mentions “if you are led by the Spirit you are not under the law”.
*(v.19-21) Paul lists the acts of sinful nature with a dire warning, that if you habitually live like this you will not inherit the Kingdom of God.
*(v.22-23) By contract Paul lists  the fruit of the Spirit  “….love, joy, peace….”
*(v.24-26) Paul makes the point that our sinful nature has been overcome  by the victory of Jesus Christ on the cross. We can now live with the freedom of the Spirit, but Paul adds a warning about being conceited and envying each other, a point which was particularly relevant in the divisions in the Galatian churches

Some reflections on this passage.

“Our task is to take time each day to remember these truths….if we have crucified the flesh (i.e. sinful desires) then we must leave them securely nailed to the cross, where they deserve to be….. and if we live by the Spirit, then we must walk by the Spirit, according to his rule and line from day to day”  (John Stott)

“It was Paul’s belief and experience that the Christian died with Christ and rose again to a life, new and clean, in which the evil things of the old self are gone and the lovely things of the Spirit have come to fruition.”  (William Barclay)
A Prayer of Dedication
Almighty God

we thank you for the gift of your holy word

May it be a lantern to our feet 

a light to our paths

and a strength to our lives.

Take us and use us

to love and serve all

in the power of the Holy Spirit

and in the name of your Son

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Collect for last Sunday, first Sunday after Trinity 

God of truth

help us to keep your law of love

and to walk in ways of wisdom

that we may find true life

in Jesus Christ your Son. Amen. 

Prayers – use with the 5 parts of the prayers on the order of service sheet
“those affected by the corona virus”

Our Vicar Rebecca and others we know personally

All in hospital and care homes

“those guiding our nation at this time”

Prime Minister, Cabinet, and MP’s
Local councils

Schools and colleges

For race relations and our part in it.
“for doctors, nurses …..”

Key workers especially in the NHS. 

“for the vulnerable and fearful”
All who have mental health issues 
All in difficult home situations

All who have been bereaved

For Bex in Uganda, and James and Joanna working with the Rohinga

All the people of Hong Kong

“ourselves”

Our  future when we are able to worship in church, and for our organisations and mission
If you want to ask any questions or comments please ring me on 01442-872725 or email jvmkirkby@aol.com
John Kirkby
