Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 12 August 2020
Readings
Psalm 105:1-10
Genesis 37:1-28
Some reflections on these passages.
*One of the problems that Jacob (Israel) had was that he had 2 legitimate wives Leah and Rachel, and that he also had children through his wives servants (see Genesis 35:22-26). This was one of the underlying problems in the relationship of Joseph (Jacob’s favourite son) with the rest of his brothers.

*God still worked in spite of the family failings. The promise had been given to Abraham that through his descendants all the nations of the world would be blest, and it was God’s plan for Jacob and Joseph to continue this promise.
*Jacob got a “rich ornamental robe” for Joseph (in the older English versions this is translated “a coat of many colours”). It was an extravagant gesture on the part of Jacob which only led to the relationship of Joseph and his brothers getting worse. 

*Joseph’s dream “makes God, not Joseph the hero of the storey, it is not a tale of human success but divine sovereignty” (Kidner’s commentary on Genesis). In spite  of all the human failings in this reading the promise of God to Abraham is being fulfilled and the  rejection by Joseph’s brothers which caused Joseph to go to Egypt had the eventual outcome of God’s deliverance of his people from slavery in Egypt and Moses leading the people towards the promised land.   

Some Questions

* “Give thanks to the Lord” are the opening verses of todays Psalm 105 which continues with “making known among the nations what he has done”. This Psalm remembers the marvellous works by which God has demonstrated his promise to Abraham. Think about how God has worked in the world in our lifetime both personally and throughout the world and give your thanks to God.
* The Lectionary readings that we are using only give a selection of the story of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. Stephen in his defence before the Council gives an excellent summary of how God worked through these people. Read Acts 7:1-19 and reflect on how God was fulfilling the promise to Abraham.    

A Prayer for use during this coronavirus outbreak
Keep us, good Lord

under the shadow of your mercy

in this time of uncertainty and distress

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful

and lift up all who are brought low

that we may rejoice in your comfort

knowing that nothing can separate us

from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen
Collect for last Sunday

Gracious Father
revive your church in our day

and make her strong and faithful

for your glory’s sake

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Intercessions
The Church
For our Church and parish, 
         Rebecca in her leadership
         Rachel as she prepares for her ordination in September
For Alan, Michael and Richard our Bishops and our national church leaders especially as they guide the churches in the resumption of worship.

The changes the Church will have to face for the future in our worship, mission and organisations 
Our Mission Links

          Bex Henderson and the Loved Family Centre in Uganda. Give thanks for the financial provision for the building project. 
           Sam Baguma with MAF with the current restrictions.

            James and Joanna Price with the Rohinga and all the current problems
The World

Governments of the world in the decisions they have to make

All involved in education especially with the reopening of schools in September

For race relations and our own racial awareness

Key workers especially in hospitals and care homes

Those working in medical research especially those working towards a vaccine

Those in need
All who continue to suffer from the virus

Those who have lost loved ones

All who have found home life difficult in recent months

The people of Lebanon after the recent explosion  


                                                                                                                           John Kirkby
