Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 25 November  2020
Readings
Psalm 23
Ezekiel 34:1-24
Some reflections on these passages.
*A prophet is “one who speaks”. The Old Testament prophets spoke to the social, political and religious conditions of their day. Isaiah spoke from being close to the King (a court prophet), Amos, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel spoke from a position of separation from the people. It was a difficult task, their message wasn’t popular as it showed up the people’s failings in their relationships with God and each other.
*Ezekiel was a young priest in the Temple in Jerusalem who in 597B.C. was taken along with the “cream of society” in Jerusalem to the Babylonian area. The exiles had a false sense of their relationship with God. They failed to recognise that they had been taken into exile because of their unfaithfulness and disobedience, and they falsely expected God to return them to Jerusalem. Ezekiel had a great vision of God which led him to tell the exiles about their failings and false expectations. There would be no rescue from God. In 587B.C.  the terrible news arrived, Jerusalem had fallen and the Temple had been destroyed.  

*Ezekiel’s message now changed to that of hope. In today’s reading the picture of the shepherd and the sheep is used to show that there had been false shepherds who only cared for themselves and had fled at the sign of trouble. God, the good shepherd, will rescue his flock, and bring them back to their own land. 34:22-24 promises further, “my servant David” will come and tend them and be their shepherd. Even though in 538B.C. the exiles returned to Jerusalem, and the temple rebuilt the monarchy was never fully restored. Christians see the exile only ended with the coming of the “Son of David” Jesus Christ. 

*Last Sunday, the Sunday next before Advent, was the festival of “Christ the King”. Like Ezekiel we may feel that we are in “exile” with all the problems we face with this virus, and like Ezekiel unable to worship in our usual place. We may be wondering what is to come next, but just as Ezekiel prophesied that God is the shepherd is caring for his flock, so we can recognise that Christ has won a great victory for us and is “seated triumphantly on the throne. 
A Question

What would one of the Old Testament Prophets say to us today in

(a) Words of praise for what we are doing well

(b) Words of warning for our failings

(c) Words of hope as we face and uncertain future

Collect for last Sunday Christ the King
God the Father

help us to hear the call of Christ the King

and to follow in his service

whose kingdom has no end

for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit

one God, one glory. Amen
Collect for the Sunday next before Advent
Stir up, O Lord 
the wills of your faithful people

that they, plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works

may by you be plenteously rewarded

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
Intercessions
The Government as they plan the future arrangements to combat the virus

Progress form the vaccine and how it is to be used in the poorer countries of the world

All in medical and caring professions with the extra load and problems because of the virus

All involved in the life of schools, colleges, and universities

For all who live in the parish especially those living in Bank Mill and Bank Mill Lane.

For all who minister and lead at Sunnyside

For our personal and church preparations for Christmas. 

For those who have been affected by the virus, especially Rebecca and Jo. 

For Dick and Sheila’s daughter Karen and the rest of her family

For the final negotiations over our future relationship with the EU.

For the USA that they will have a proper transition of presidential responsibilities.

                                                                                                                          John Kirkby
