
SERMON NOTES     Sunday 22nd August 

                                   
 
 
Bible passages: Luke 19.1-10, Acts 26.1-23 
 
God’s Story – Our Stories: the difference Jesus makes 
 
We have spent the last few weeks looking at God’s story 
throughout the Old and the New Testament and we heard 
about God at work in Pill. This week we are looking at our 
stories and the difference Jesus makes in our lives.  
 
Zacchaeus’ Story (Read Luke 19.1-10): Zacchaeus was a chief 
tax collector. He wouldn’t have been liked; his job was to take 
money from people. But despite his unpopularity and his 
shortness he wanted to see who Jesus was and made sure he 
did. He had obviously heard about Jesus and knew he needed 
to meet him. So, he climbs a tree to get a glimpse. Zacchaeus 
gets to meet Jesus and Jesus becomes part of his story.  
 
Paul’s Story (Acts 26.1-23): Before meeting Jesus, Paul did 
everything he could to oppose the name of Jesus. We are told 
that he put many of the followers of Jesus in prison and he 
went from one synagogue to another to have them punished. 
Paul’s story began on the road to Damascus, where he met 
Jesus and where Jesus transformed his life. Paul loved sharing 
his story of how he met Jesus. This is what he is sharing in our 
passage from Acts to King Agrippa. But Paul also loved sharing 
stories of God at work in his daily life, his life after his experience 
on the road to Damascus. (Read verse 22). Paul held on to his 
story and his experience of Jesus and never turned back. Jesus 
had changed his life and was making a difference in his story.  

 
Our Stories: Our testimonies are our stories. They don’t finish 
when we start our Christian journey, our journey of faith, they 
carry on. Our story carries on, Jesus in our lives making a 
difference, carries on. Remembering our testimony and sharing 
it, is important. It not only encourages us and reminds us of the 
difference Jesus makes in our lives, but it encourages others 
and who knows the impact our stories have.  
 
Some questions for discussion 
 
1. What changed in your life when you first encountered Jesus?  
2. What difference is Jesus making in your lives right now? 
3. How did Jesus make a difference in Zacchaeus story? 

(Read Luke 19.8 to hear Zacchaeus’ response to Jesus and 
how meeting Jesus changed him). 
 

4. Why not read Acts 9 and hear more of Paul’s story? What 
difference did Jesus make in his life?  

5. The power of testimony. Why do we think sharing our 
testimonies/ stories of God at work in our lives, are 
important?  
 

6. Jesus made a difference in Zacchaeus’ life, Jesus made a 
difference in Paul’s life, I wonder what difference Jesus 
makes in your lives? Maybe take time to stop and pause to 
think what difference Jesus makes in your lives and as we 
are talking about stories this month why not share that with 
someone. You never know who you could encourage or 
inspire in their journey of faith or someone who doesn’t 
have a faith to come to faith. 
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