
 

 

SERMON NOTES     Sunday 5th September 

                                   

 
Introduction: 
The resurrection of Jesus Christ changes everything and Acts is the 
continuing story of what the risen Jesus does through his people.  In Acts 1 
a small frightened, distressed group of Jesus followers discover for 
themselves that Jesus is alive following his death on a cross. They were in 
constant prayer together. Furthermore, the promise and gift of the Holy 
Spirit empowered them to be witnesses in Jerusalem and throughout 
Judea, Samaria and even to the ends of the earth. When the Holy Spirit 
kept filling their lives they were transformed (not always smoothly) into a 
grateful, sacrificial body of people that had a real positive community 
impact locally as well as regionally and globally.  
 
For personal reflection: 

How will your gratitude to God for the gift of salvation in Jesus shape your 

prayers and gifts in September? 
 
Bible passage:  Acts 11:19-30 
Feel free to be selective by choosing those questions that resonate with you. 
 
Read Acts 11:19-22 
As the church spread, it seemed to do so reluctantly and it was prompted 
by sectarian persecution. Stephen was stoned to death and the zealous 
religious fundamentalist Paul seemed to have a particular enmity to this 
Jewish sect – that is until he, too, was transformed.  
 
So often the good news gets shared to and by people who are migrants, or 
refugees or traders – this is clearly so today as well. It is estimated that 

there are about 170 million international migrant labourers (International 
Labour Organisation figures) – and many more cross-cultural migrants 
within countries such as India and China. There are more than 26 million 
international refugees (UNHCR) and more than 48 million people internally 
displaced. https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/06/unhcr-how-many-
refugees/ 
 
The recent extremely distressing scenes from Afghanistan lead us to 
consider others in dire circumstances and perhaps in contexts alien to 
most of us. Yet God will still be at work in this situation too as Christians 
respond both in Afghanistan and surrounding countries and in the West.  
 
In verse 20 “Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went 
to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good 
news about the Lord Jesus.” This almost seems incidental but it was pivotal 
in the life of the church. Why?  
 
Why do you think it was the Cypriots and Cyrenians who spoke to the 
Greeks at Antioch? 
 
It seems so natural to share good news with others. How do you share 
your story with people around you – particularly those who are not used to 
a church culture and a Christianese language?  
 
We all carry the story but how many pages can people read of yours? 

Read  Acts 11:22-24 

The Jewish centre in Jerusalem was disturbed by non-Jews being baptised 
and receiving the Holy Spirit. This movement was moving beyond the 
worldview and experience of many of the original followers of Jesus. It was 
tempting to shut it down but wisely the elders in Jerusalem sent Barnabas 
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to Antioch to check it out. He himself was from Cyprus so he was a good 
bridge between different cultures, experiences and expectations.  

Why are such people like Barnabas so vital to the life of the church?  

Name someone who has encouraged you in your Christian life?  

Are you currently feeling encouraged or discouraged?  

Where do you see the grace of God flowing in your church life and 
activities?  

Read Acts 11: 25-26 
Barnabas astutely brought Paul back into a key training role within this 
group of new believers – he was giving Paul another chance to make a 
really significant contribution to the emerging church and the continuing 
story of the church. It was here at Antioch that the believers were first 
called Christians. The believers did not have the same occupation, nor 
where they lived in the city, nor their ethnicity nor their language. 
 
Who do you think used that description – Christians? 
 
Barnabas sought out Paul  - Who can you work well with so that you can 
pass on your wisdom and life experience to help others follow the Lord?  
 
How can you become more diverse and inclusive as a church community? 
 
Read Acts 11:27-30 
Communal life made room for the Holy Spirit to disturb them and awaken 
them to broader realities and they responded really positively to the 
prophetic challenge.  
 
How open are you as a community to experience new things? 
 

Now we read that the emerging Gentile church wants to provide resources 
and blessings to the church in Judea. These new believers regarded those 
in Judea as brothers and sisters – they were an international family. This 
must have done much to show the early church that they were one family 
in Jesus. 
 
Who is God asking you as a church to partner with in order to demonstrate 
this oneness and kinship? 
 
Paul and Barnabas were trusted agents for ensuring the gift was safely 
transmitted as both of them were known as “givers not takers” in the early 
church.   
 
How will you ensure your gifts be used wisely? 
 
Furthermore, the church in Judea had to receive the gift from a Jewish but 
increasingly Gentile church.  
 
How can you as a community receive the gift of a global church (including 
those in the UK) and be blessed by the partnerships you have? 
 
The financial gift was an expression of a deeper reality of their faith and 
one that certainly yielded “a harvest of righteousness.” As you approach 
your gift day God will be at work in you so that Sunnyside church can bless 
others even to the ends of the earth and those communities and 
partnerships can bless Sunnyside church even from the ends of the earth.  
  
A closing prayer: 
“Father breath in us your Spirit of generosity  
that is both gift and response. 
Aid us to share what you have entrusted temporarily to us 
To bring glory to your son, Jesus Christ”  


