
SERMON NOTES Sunday 14th November 2021 

                                   
Theme: Remembrance 
Main passage: John 15:9-17 Additional Reading: Micah 4:1-5 
 

Some of the main themes from the sermon 

Lament 
It is impossible to look at a poppy or a picture of poppies in Flanders fields and 
not feel an aching sorrow for so many lives cut short and so many families 
devastated by bereavement; for so many people maimed, so many lives torn 
apart. A tragedy that has been repeated too often since the Royal British Legion 
first instituted its poppy appeal one hundred years ago. That lament can take us 
in many directions. Today I want us to think about how we, as God’s people, 
process those complex feelings that the poppies prompt. 
Imagine 
John Lennon’s song ‘Imagine’ has consistently been voted in the top one or two 
all time great pop songs. I can see why. It presents a picture of a world where 
the world ‘lives as one’. It also gives a recipe of sorts as to how the world can get 
there: No countries, no religion and no possessions. I find it just about the most 
annoying song I know. It gives an alluring but profoundly false prospectus about 
how true human flourishing can come about. God offers a different diagnosis of 
the human problem and a different prescription for how true flourishing can 
come about. 

What God has in mind 
In the passage from Micah we see a picture of our world in the last days when 
people ‘live as one’. They flourish. This comes from God’s action, rather than 
anything we humans do or don’t do. God judges all nations fairly (v 3) and 
people choose peace. Everyone sits ‘under their own vine’ (v4). But how does 
this happen? 
Greater love has no one than this……. 
The crucial initiative in bringing the history of the world to a place where all 
people can flourish is recounted in our gospel reading. Jesus, the Messiah, God’s 
own son is speaking with his closest followers. He knows his act of self-sacrificial 
love in ‘laying down his life for his friends’ (v13) will overthrow the forces of evil. 
The reading ends with Jesus words, ‘This is my command: love each other.’  
 
 

The war is won but the skirmishes continue 
Jesus overcame evil once and for all but the 20 centuries since Jesus’ 
resurrection have been characterised by evil in many forms: disease, war, 
famine, cruelty. We can’t shy away from this or from our own complicity in 
some of the evil that takes place in our own day. 
Where does this leave us on this Remembrance Sunday? 
It leaves me with a complex set of mental images: 
The lament is still there, for all that so many have lost. Gratitude is there for the 
bravery and steadfastness shown by people I will never know. There is anger 
too that people have been placed in danger by the deliberate decisions of 
others. There is an acceptance that those in positions of leadership have to 
make agonisingly difficult life and death decisions, often with limited 
information. There is humility because I simply don’t know whether I would 
have the courage or the love to give my life for my friends. There is hope that in 
all the toing and froing of human affairs, God is working his purpose out, so that 
there will be a time as God has promised, when ‘he will wipe every tear from 
their eyes….’ (Rev 21:4). And finally, there is determination to follow my calling 
as Jesus’ follower and friend to do my part and pray and work that God’s 
Kingdom will come. 
 
 

 
Some questions for thought and discussion this week: 

1. Look at the words in bold in the paragraph above. In terms of 
your own response to Remembrance Day, would you add any 
others? Would you omit any? Do any of them seem particularly 
important at this time? 

2. On Remembrance Day we remember those who have died in the 
conflicts since 1914. In what way is our response similar or 
different when we call to mind those whose lives have been torn 
apart by other causes, such as terrorist bombings and natural 
disasters? 

3. Jesus commands his friends to love each other. How do we go 
about following his command? 

4. Are there any other issues that the sermon or the two bible 
passages raise for you?  


