
SERMON NOTES   Sunday 22nd May 

                                   
 

Bible passage: Acts 16.9-15  
 

Sermon outline 
 

Introduction 

• Wel grew up with ideas of what our lives be liked formed by 

media, passions and expectations of others 

• Letter to Philippians outlines Paul’s background: born into 

Jewish faith, lineage of tribe of Benjemin and trained as 

Pharisee  

 

Pharisees 

• Bad reputation in New Testament because of conflicts 

when Gospels written but trying to be reform movement 

within Judaism 

• Seeking to live lives of total holiness and purity, set apart 

from those around them by keeping whole of the Law 

 

Paul 

• Grew up with clear expectations of how to pursue holiness 

• Turned upside down by encounter with risen Christ 

 

Acts 16 

• Implications for complete change in Paul’s expectations 

and understandings of how to live holy life 

• Troas: Paul a long way from home and what it means to be 

pure, separate and holy  

• Interacts with and accepts faith in Jesus of Lydia, a rich, 

powerful, Gentile woman 

 

Conclusion 

• What is our dream of what an encounter with the risen 

Christ means for us?  

• Who is God asking us to meet who will challenge us and 

change our view of the world?  

 

Some questions for discussion 

 

1. What were your expectations of life when you were a child?  

 

2. Read Philippians 3.1-11. What were Paul’s expectations of 

what it meant to live a holy life before he met the risen 

Christ?  

 

3. Read Acts 16.9-15. What do you notice?  

 

4. Why does Paul’s encounter with Lydia show the difference 

knowing Jesus has made to Paul’s understanding?  

 

5. Bishop Michael said that God made things right with us in 

Christ and that no separation can withstand his power. How 

does this story in Acts help us understand the implications of 

this? 

 

6. ‘We are free to meet God in those not like us’ (Bishop 

Michael). What is your experience of seeing God in people 

who are different from you?  

 

7. What is your dream of what an encounter with the risen 

Christ might mean for us?  

 

8. Who is God inviting you to meet who is not like you?  

 

 

Rebecca’s notes based on a sermon by Bishop Michael 


