worshipping together while we are apart 
Morning Prayer for Wednesday 13 May 2020

Readings: Psalm 30, Galatians 1.11-24
Reflection
John gave us some useful background to Galatians last week.  Particularly pertinent to this passage is the problem of the group of Jewish Christians who were trying to make the Gentile Christians in Galatia obey the law of Moses and be circumcised.  In this passage Paul explains the source of his authority to challenge these Jewish Christians.  It may sound quite pompous and arrogant to our ears, but it was normal practice for people to present their credentials and prove their right to speak on a matter at the beginning of a letter.  Maybe similar to the way a speaker is introduced at a conference today or how a chat show host introduces a guest.  It’s a way of convincing the listeners that this person is worth listening to.
Paul is adamant that the source of his authority is the one and only true source – God.  To emphasise his point, he tells his testimony.  He spells out his earlier life as a religious fanatic, a Jew seeking to disprove and destroy this new Christian faith.  Indeed, even the Christians themselves – as we heard from Rebecca on Sunday, Paul was present at the stoning of Stephen.  He describes himself as a persecutor of the church.  He then tells of his dramatic conversion, a direct encounter with God who revealed Jesus to him.  He is at pains to point out that he had no contact with the Christians in Jerusalem for several years.  Paul wants to make it crystal clear that what he is preaching and teaching comes directly from God, he has not been taught it by someone else, he received it in a revelation from God.  He wants the recipients of his letter to have no doubt that what he says is valid, that they don’t need to believe what the Jewish Christians are telling them they must do.
Paul is very confident and clear about his calling.  God, who set him apart before he was born has called him through his grace to spread the news that Jesus Christ is the son of God, specifically to the non-Jewish world.  Paul believes that this is what he was born to do, who he was created to be.  
Paul’s confidence is a challenge to us.  Are we clear about what God is calling us to do and who he created us to be?  Are we as passionate as Paul was about sharing the freedom that knowing Jesus brings?  Paul rejoiced that God had called him out of his previous community even though that call meant uncertainty, imprisonment and being persecuted himself.  Rejoicing may not be the most natural response in our current circumstances, but God is who he says he is, he is loves us so much he sent Jesus to die for us and rise again to restore our relationship with him.  He is faithful and can be completely relied upon to keep his promises.  Let us rejoice with Paul that God set each one of us apart before we were born and has called us through his grace. 



The Collect 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world
and the wonder of your risen life:
give us compassion and courage
to risk ourselves for those we serve,
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.

Prayers
Including:
· Those who are seriously ill with coronavirus and those who are caring for them. 
· Those known to use who are unwell, including Rebecca, Julian Jessop and Pat Pemberton.
· The bereaved, including: 
· the relatives of Frances Maydom whose funeral took place on Monday;
· the relatives and friends of Pete who died yesterday morning, especially Helen, his wife, and his children Dan Lauren and Ellie.
· NHS workers, care workers and other key workers.
· People who are lonely, frightened or at risk due to the current isolation measures.
· Those working towards a vaccine for Covid-19 and for the development of the testing and tracking process.
· Leaders of the nations of the world, for wisdom in their decision making.
· Leaders of the national Church, including the Archbishops, Bishops Alan and Bishop Michael.
· Rebecca and all those in leadership at Sunnyside and Bourne End.
· Rachel and Duncan as they prepare to leave Bristol and move to Berkhamsted, possibly without any ‘normal’ ending or beginning.
