Wednesday 3rd June 2020 Sunnyside Church 9.30am Galatians chapter 4, verse 1-31. 

At the end of the precious chapter, chapter 3,  Paul makes clear that God has only one family, those who are in union with Jesus. .  If you belong to him, you are part of the offspring of Abraham, and you are an heir of the promises. There is no such thing as Jew and Geerk, or slave and freeman, male and female, for you and we are all one person in Christ. Jesus. 

In Chapter 4 Paul continues to try to work out the rightul place of the law. He likens it to childhood, where children are taken to school by a slave or custodian, called a pedagogue (a teacher) whose job is to apply discipline to make sure that the child both learns and behaves himself/herself. This continues into the mid-teens, when the child is regarded as grown up enough to be recognised as a son, responsible to his father for his own discipline. However the child is no freer than a slave.  Paul used this as an analogy. The law and its regulations restrict the freedom of sonship, but this changes and develops when Jesus releases them from their slavery and gives them freedom. 

Foremost we inherit the promises of the Old Testament, not literal but spiritual. We are Abraham’s seed, inheriting the blessings promised to his descendants. Like Jesus we are “children of promise”(verse 28) and children .of the free woman (verse 31) This refers to the  story of Abraham and his two sons,  born of two mothers, Hagar and Sarah, who represent the two covenants.  Hagar, the slave stands for the old covenant and her son  Ishmael  symbolises the church of the earthly Jerusalem. Whilst Sarah , beyond child bearing age and the free woman,  stands for the new covenant; her son Isaac symbolises the church of the heavenly Jerusalem.  

No doubt we shall be persecuted, but all the promises of God to His people in the Old Testament become ours if we are Christ’s. 

Secondly, we experience the grace of God; his gracious initiative to save us. Whilst the categories of the old covenant are nature, law and bondage, the categories of the new covenant are the Spirit and freedom. They are the promise and gift of what God has done and does, divine initiative and divine intervention, for Isaac was born supernaturally through a divine promise. Those who trust in themselves think they are righteous. as opposed to those who trust in God through Jesus Christ and find righteousness. It is by faith in Christ that we are set free

So Paul uses the Genesis story as his illustration. Sarah, the wife of Abraham, gave him her female slave, Hagar, to bear a child which would legally belong to Sarah, Ishmael was the result But God had other ideas, and when Sarah was well past the age of child-bearing, God made it possible and she bore Isaac, the true heir.  

Ishmael and Hagar represent slavery, the law and mount Sinai, where the law was given through Moses.  Whereas Sarah and Isaac represent freedom, Christ’s deliverance and the new Jerusalem from above.  

Freedom through Christ
In the early church for people anxious to live under the law, Paul uses a tradtional way of  expressing and underlining his teaching. We might find this style of reasoning rather strained, but the early church would have been accustomed to it.  It is Christ whio has set us free.   In  becoming  children of God. by His spirit we are able to call God “Abba”, “father”, Why then would one want to step backward into a  former state of servitude?

REFLECTION

Our Christian hope is securely founded on the promises of God. and God never breaks his word.   Christian hope is certain.  We wait eagerly and expectantly for God to keep his promises.  The Bible is full of what God is ready to do for his people and we can bank on these promises by faith.  The hope that we have for the future enables us to  look ahead at all that is positive and encouraging.  

At this time in our world today many fear what lies ahead - for instance how long this pandemic will be and how will it all end; all the feelings of loss and uncertainty,  the future for families, for all people and nations. . The great joy is our faith and belief that whatever happens God will be there alongside us. And however bad things may seem, God is able to bring something positive and good from it.  Nothing can separate us from God’s love.  The Risen Christ said “I have come that they mey have life and have it abundantly. 

Whatever life throws at us, God loves all he has made, the whole of creation and all humanity. He is with us and through  it bringing his plans to pass. His gift of grace, forgiveness and hope.

Each of us has a story to relate of our own coming to faith, how our Christian faith became a living personal reality. Something or some happening in our life which brought it alive for us; maybe God’s creation, the wonder of something in nature, a glorious summer morning or an exquisite flower,  or the sheer goodness of someone we encountered. or some words read or spoken. But somehow we knew that God was there, addressing us.

From that awakening we moved on to recognise Jesus as the Christ, living, dying and rising again for us, and somehow we knew that in encountering him we were encountering this same God.  We recognise the Spirit of God strengthening us, comforting us, upholding us;  making us aware of his presence within and transforming our living into new life, ever yearning for growth in faith and God’s love. We each have a story to tell, unique and precious of how we came to our faith and the points of growth along that path. His freedom within us and around us.

2 Corinthians 9:15

Thanks be to God for his undescribable gift

A prayer to end this reflection

“Christ has no body, now on earth but yours. Yours are the only hands with which he can do his work, yours are the only feet with which he can go about the world. Yours are the only eyes through which his compassion can shine forth upon a troubled world. Christ has no body now on earth but yours”                     Theresa of Avila, 16th century. 

As we pray , we name in our hearts all those who are ill, suffering, grieving, we give thanks for all that we receive from our church family,  those leading us in worship and guiding us forward in our house groups,  for our families and our friends. and we remember, in particular. Rebecca as she recovers. Amen. 

PRAYERS

We pray for God to fill us with his Spirit, saying 
Lord, come to bless us; and fill us with your Spirit.

Generous God, we ask that we may strengthened to serve you better. Lord come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit

We thank you for wisdom of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to help us understand better your will for us. Lord come to bless us; and fill us with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to keep us confident of your love wherever you call us.  Lord, come to bless us; and fill with your Spirit. 

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit. We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness where there is division, sickness and sorrow. Lord come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.  We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.  Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit

We thank you for the breath of your holy Spirit given by the risen Lord. We ask you to keep the whole Church, living and departed, in the joy of eternal life,  Lord, come to bless us and fill us with your Spirit. Make us one in heart and mind to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.

