worshipping together while we are apart 
Morning Prayer for Wednesday 19 August 2020

Readings: Psalm 133, Genesis 45.1-15

Introduction
Last week John helped us think about the passage of Scripture that told us of an arrogant seventeen-year-old dreamer, Joseph, and his ten brothers who didn’t like his dreams.  As John said, the lectionary readings in Genesis only give us a selection of the story and I would reiterate his recommendation to read Acts 7.1-19 for a summary of how God worked through Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.

Background
We jump this week to Joseph revealing his identity to his brothers.  It is a very moving passage which involves a lot of emotion.  What has happened in between this passage and last week’s reading is integral to the story.  Whilst I am sure that most of you know the detail, I think it’s necessary to fill in the missing narrative.  We left off last week when Joseph’s brothers had decided that enough was enough, Joseph was too arrogant, and his dreams were beyond what they could tolerate.  They considered and intended killing him and at the last moment a group of Ishmaelites happened to pass by and to all intents and purposes, they saved Joseph’s life.  The brothers grabbed the opportunity and sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites.  They then came up with an elaborate story that involved them in deliberate deception.  They killed a goat and covered Joseph’s robe in the goat’s blood and that convinced Jacob that his beloved son Joseph was dead.

The reality was quite different.  The Ishmaelites, who had bought Joseph from his brothers, traded him again and sold Joseph to one of Pharaoh’s officials, Potiphar, the captain of the guard.  As a servant in Potiphar’s household, Joseph did well.  The Bible tells us that Potiphar saw that the Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in everything he did.  So, Potiphar put him in charge of his household and all that he owned.  Then, Potiphar’s wife falsely accused him of committing adultery & Potiphar put Joseph in jail.  While Joseph was in prison we are told that the Lord was with him and granted him favour in the eyes of the prison warder who put Joseph in charge of all that was done in the prison.  One day, two men, Pharaoh’s baker and cupbearer, had dreams they did not understand.  Joseph asked God for the meaning of the dreams and interpreted them for these men.  Everything that Joseph said the dreams meant happened, the baker ended up dead and the cupbearer was reinstated. Two years later, Pharaoh had a dream that troubled him but no one can interpret it.  The cupbearer remembered Joseph interpreting his dream in jail & tells Pharaoh.  Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream – there would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine.  Pharaoh makes Joseph his second in command, gives him a wife and puts him in charge of managing resources so that there is enough when the famine comes.  When the famine takes hold, everyone came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe everywhere.  Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt and sent his 10 eldest sons to buy supplies, keeping Benjamin at home with him.  When they arrived to buy grain, they didn’t recognise Joseph, but he knew them.  He questioned them and insisted they bring Benjamin to Egypt.  He sent them home, keeping Simeon with him to ensure their return.  Jacob refused to send Benjamin to Egypt but after a while they ran out of food and had to return to Egypt taking Benjamin with them.  Joseph wanted to know if his brothers had changed so he plotted to make Benjamin look like a thief.  When the brothers pleaded with him to punish them but let Benjamin return to his father, Joseph knew they had changed and revealed himself to them as we read in the passage from chapter 45 today.  It’s a fabulous narrative, often referred to as the Joseph novel, recognised as a great piece of literature and, of course, well known as the subject of a much-loved musical.

Genesis 45.1-15
Our passage begins with Joseph, aware that he is going to lose control, dismissing all his attendants.  He then cries so loudly he is heard by the Egyptians.  This is the third time we are told that Joseph weeps in the events surrounding his meetings with his brothers.  The first is in chapter 42, verse 24 where he turns away from them and weeps silently as they argue about their plight being the result of what they did to him.  The second instance is chapter 43, verse 30 when he first sees Benjamin, he excuses himself and goes to his room to weep.  Notice how the weeping is progressive, matching the tension and heightened emotion in the storyline.  

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers saying, ‘I am Joseph’ and asking after his father but his brothers are dumbstruck.  He calls them closer and repeats himself adding a detail that only he could know – that they sold him.  With that detail, the brothers could have no doubt that he was their brother Joseph.  The use of the words translated as ‘And now’ at the beginning of verse 5 signal a turn from past events to think of the present.  It seems that Joseph wanted to immediately reassure his brothers that he was not angry, there was a bigger picture to see.  God had used their crime for his purposes.  God’s purpose was saving lives, Joseph’s life, the brothers’ lives and many, many other lives.  All these lives had been saved because the brothers had sold Joseph, setting off a string of events that ended with God giving Joseph the interpretation for Pharaoh’s dream and Pharaoh putting Joseph in charge of managing Egypt’s resources.  I wonder if Joseph had those thoughts at that moment or whether he had been mulling it all over for some time.  He is keen to emphasise how God has been at work all the time and makes it obvious by his words and actions that he has forgiven his brothers for their actions.  

God’s purposes are not derailed by human sin, but advanced by it through his grace.  God is seen at work not only in miracles and wonders but also in bringing about his purposes through human brokenness and frailty, even our sin.  Hindsight is a wonderful aid to seeing God’s hand at work in our own lives.  Being able to see the pattern of God’s love and care for us woven through our lives is something we should seek.  How often do we dismiss things as being coincidence or random when they could be God working his purpose out in our lives?  Perhaps we could pay more attention in the present and ask for eyes to see what God is doing in our lives and the lives of those around us, for a glimpse of the bigger picture.  Why not share your story with someone this week, the story of how God has been at work in your life?
The Collect 
Lord of heaven and earth,
as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer,
give us patience and courage never to lose hope,
but always to bring our prayers before you;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Prayers
Including:
· Those who are seriously ill with coronavirus and those who are caring for them. 
· Those known to us who are unwell, continuing to pray for Rebecca to return to full health.
· Those who are mourning for loved ones who have died.
· NHS workers, care workers and other key workers.
· People who are lonely or frightened.
· Those who are struggling financially.
· People who are fearful or feeling vulnerable or uncertain as lockdown measures are eased.
· Those working towards a vaccine for Covid-19.
· Leaders of the nations of the world, for wisdom in their decision making.
· Those affected by the explosion in Beirut.
· Leaders of the national Church, including Archbishop Justin, Bishop Alan and Bishop Michael.
· Rebecca and all those in leadership at Sunnyside and Bourne End.
