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Bible passages Genesis 50:15-21 & Matthew 18:21-35

Introduction
It seems that forgiveness is a key theme that comes from these passages. The Bible has plenty to say about forgiveness. The Old Testament focuses mainly on God’s forgiveness of individuals or groups, the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels also addresses how human beings can and should forgive each other.

What does the Bible teach us about forgiveness? 
It doesn’t give us a clear definition but gives us many examples. The Prodigal Son (Luke 15). Woman Taken in Adultery (John 8). The Stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:54-60). 
The Greek word translated “forgiveness” means “to let go,” as when a person does not demand payment for a debt. 
Jesus equated forgiveness with canceling a debt (Matt 18:21:35). 

Genesis 50
Joseph teaches us to forgive. 
He shows us that despite a difficult situation forgiveness is possible. 
He shows his brothers generosity and mercy. 
Reminds them that God used his situation to save many lives.

Matthew 18 
How many times should we forgive, “Seven times”? Jesus proposes something quite different, “Seventy times seven”. 
Jesus is not inviting us to keep careful records. He shows us that we owe people an unlimited amount of forgiveness. 
God takes forgiveness seriously. Jesus makes it clear that in order to be forgiven, humans must forgive others.

Conclusion
Forgiveness is not always easy to do. We need the help and strength of God to do it. While we may not be able to erase our memory, we do have control over our actions. We can love those who have wronged us after we forgive them.

Some questions for discussion
Can you think of any other examples in the Bible of forgiveness?

Thinking of the story of Joseph, do you find it easy to find the positive from the negative occurrences which befall us?

Read Genesis 50:15-21. What strikes you? 

Forgiving others is important, but sometimes it can be really difficult to do. How often do we seek forgiveness from God? 

Do we see our actions wronging God rather than wronging people?

Read Matthew 18:21-35. What strikes you?

How has forgiving someone impacted you or the person you have forgiven? 

What can we learn from the parable Jesus tells us in Matthew 18? 

What is God asking you to do as a result of what he has said to you through these passages? 

Why not spend some time just thanking God that he forgives us for what we do and gives us the strength to forgive others. Why not pray and ask God for his strength if we know we need to forgive someone. 

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. (1 John 5:14)
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