Sunnyside Church

Wednesday morning at 9.30 on 14 October  2020
Readings
Psalm 106:1-23
Exodus 32:1-14
Some reflections on these passages.
*For Moses coming down from the mountain where he had experienced both the presence of God and receiving the law that the people should live by, finding the people were worshipping, was the last straw. In last weeks reading (Exodus 20) God spoke to Moses “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery”. The people had forgot all that the LORD had done in getting them free from Egypt, and the part that Moses played in that deliverance. They were better off in the desert, on this journey to the promised land. Their response to their salvation from slavery they were “to have no other gods before me”. Now, on this salvation journey, by worshipping the golden calf they had failed the LORD. This was to be a problem not only for the Israelites in the desert, but throughout their history, instead of worshipping the one true LORD and trusting in him, they would often incorporate the worship of foreign gods especially when they made alliances with other nations.  
*Aaron tries to mitigate the unfaithfulness of the people, by acting quickly to stop the people from turning completely away rom the LORD by building an altar in front of the calf, but this was in reality an unsatisfactory compromise. The LORD was angry with the people’s unfaithfulness. Moses pleaded for the people, and the LORD despite the people’s unfaithfulness kept the promise he made to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel (Jacob). 
*Psalm 106 is a great song remembering Israel’s unfaithfulness, but finishes with a prayer of deliverance (v.47, and a song of praise (v.48) Note v. 19-23 describing the events recorded in our Exodus reading.

A thought for today
*In 1 Corinthians 13:1-13, Paul reminds us of the warnings from Israel’s history that we should not test the Lord. In the New Testament the word for “testing”, is the same as “temptation” and “time of trial”. “testing” is part of our journey as Christians, but this “testing” will never be beyond the resources God has given to us to stand up to the “test”. This is a great message for us as we contend with the latest problems with Covid-19. 
Collect for last Sunday

Almighty and everlasting God,

increase in us your gift of faith

that forsaking what lies behind

and reaching out to that which was before

we may run the way of your commandments

and win the crown of everlasting life

Through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord

who is alive and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit

one God now and for ever. Amen

Intercessions
The Church
For our Church and parish, 
         Rebecca in her leadership, and our Curates Rachel and Hilary.
         For  Alan, Michael and Richard our Bishops and our national church leaders especially as they guide the churches in these difficult times. 
The changes the Church will have to face for the future in our worship, mission and organisations 
Our Mission Links

          Bex Henderson and the Loved Family Centre in Uganda. Give thanks for the financial provision for the building project. 
           Sam Baguma with MAF with the current restrictions.

            James and Joanna Price with the Rohinga and all the current problems
Thanksgiving for the contributions to Gift Day (£61,250 so far) and our follow up to Gift Day
For the residents of Meadway and Ivy House Lane 

For our part in helping the asylum seekers at the Watermill Hotel.  

The World

For everyone’s response to the latest problems over the Covid crisis.

Governments of the world in the decisions they have to make

All involved in education especially with those in universities, colleges and schools as they cope with the consequences of the virus.

For race relations and our own racial awareness

Key workers especially in hospitals and care homes

Those working in medical research especially those working towards a vaccine

Those in need
Rebecca’s mother Susan and Rebecca herself
All who continue to suffer from the virus

Those who have lost loved ones

                                                                                                                           John Kirkby
