
Service for Ash Wednesday

Greeting & Gathering
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you

and also with you.

From dust we came, to dust we will return

We belong to God.

We gather in penitence, we gather in confidence

We belong to God.

At this the beginning of Lent, at every moment of our lives

We belong to God.

Psalm

read Psalm 51

Ash Wednesday Collect

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfull[image: image1.jpg]


y.

Silence is kept

Holy God, our lives are laid open before you:

rescue us from the chaos of sin

and through the death of your Son

bring us healing and make us whole

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Bible Reading

Matthew 6.1-21 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God.

Talk
Prayer of Confession

God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins.
For turning away from you, and ignoring your will for our lives;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.

For behaving just as we wish, without thinking of you;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.
For failing you by what we do, and think and say;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.
For letting ourselves be drawn away from you 
by temptations in the world about us;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.
For living as if we were ashamed to belong to your Son;

Father, forgive us:

save us and help us.
May the God of love bring us back to himself,

forgive us our sins, and assure us of his eternal love

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers 
Either pray as you wish or you might like to use the Lord’s Prayer as a framework for your prayers today:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name

Spend some time praising God for who he is.
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven

Where have you seen God at work in the past few days? What would you like to thank God for? What might it look like if God’s kingdom came more fully in Berkhamsted? In Britain? In the world? 

Give us today our daily bread

Think about what you will be doing today and ask God to help you do it. Pray for people and places that need God’s help today.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us
Is there someone you need to ask forgiveness from? Do you need to forgive someone? If so, why not ask God to help you forgive them? 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
Ask God to fill you afresh with his Holy Spirit to give you the strength to resist temptations so you can be a faithful follower of Jesus today.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen.
Finish by praising God.
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. Amen. 
Closing Prayer

Christ give us grace to grow in holiness,

to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him. 
Now, why not make a drink and ring someone you would have seen at Sunnyside or St John’s? 
Material for this service is taken from Common Worship: Times and Season and  New Patterns for Worship - Copyright The Archbishops Council 2006 and 2008. Also from & Eggs and Ashes - Copyright Wild Goose Publications 2004
4
3

