Sunnyside Church

Monday in Holy Week

29 March 2021 at 8pm
Reading
John 12:1-11
Opening Prayer

Jesus, Master Carpenter of Nazareth

who on the cross through wood and nails

worked our whole salvation

wield well your tools in this your workshop

that new who come to you rough hewn

may by your hand be fashioned to a truer beauty
and a greater usefulness
for the honour of your holy name. Amen. 

A reflection on this passage.
Mary lived with her sister Martha and her brother Lazarus at Bethany, a village some 3 miles from Jerusalem. Lazarus had been dramatically raised from the dead by Jesus. She would have understood Jesus’ words “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25). 

It's the night before Palm Sunday, they give a dinner in honour of Jesus, no doubt in recognition of the great work he has done in raising Lazarus. Mary takes an expensive perfume worth a year’s wages and pours it over Jesus’ feet. “The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume”.

Jesus links this act with his burial which Mary not knowing at this moment has anticipated. It’s a great act of worship on the part of Mary and a reminder to us that our worship of God should be the best that we can offer. 

Judas intervenes. He puts what at first might seem to be a good case. Our worship should lead us to a life of service and this includes caring for the poor and vulnerable. Jesus makes this clear in the rest of his teaching recoded in the gospels. Here however he has seen through Judas’ motives. He was totally money oriented and had failed to see the act of costly devotion by Mary which was all important in the light of Jesus’ impending death. 

This is not only an act of sacrificial worship on the part of Mary, there is also a mark of humility. She wipes Jesus’ feet with her hair. In her household this would have been the responsibility of the servants. Here like Jesus did later she takes what was seen as a lower role. 

The clouds were darkening. The religious authorities saw Jesus as a threat and were out to get both him and Lazarus. As we follow Jesus in this Holy Week we shall remember his betrayal, sufferings and death. We can remember the costly act of worship made by Mary, but even more the ultimate act of sacrifice by Jesus for us and our salvation.

Prayer

We adore you O Christ

and we bless you

By your holy cross

you have redeemed the world 
                                                                                                                          John Kirkby
