Reflection for Wednesday 3rd March 2021.	Mark 8:31-end
Jesus doesn’t mince his words, does he?
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me”

Reminds me of the time Gideon called upon his fellow Israelites to follow him into battle against the Midianites and tens of thousands responded to his call, but God instructed him to whittle them down to just 300 stalwart men.

Jesus was aware that events were approaching a climax – and he needed around him those who were truly committed to him.  Perhaps the ‘code word’ prompting him that the time had now come had been Peter’s declaration that Jesus was the ‘Christ’.

Jesus knew the importance of acting in accordance with God’s timing – although even he sometimes needed prompting!  At the wedding in Cana when his mother asked for his help when the wine ran out, his reply was ‘Dear woman, why do you involve me?  My time has not yet come’.  Mother, knowing best, ignored him, and so his ministry began.  Later, when his brothers goaded him that he should go to Jerusalem for the feast, as his family had done every year, by saying: ‘Leave Galilee and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may see the works you do.  No one who wants to become a public figure acts in secret’ again he replied: ‘The right time for me has not yet come’ – and yet he did go to the feast in Jerusalem, albeit in secret, and eventually stood up and began teaching there.

But now, more and more events were conspiring to convince Jesus that his time had come.  As well as Peter’s declaration that Jesus was the Christ, Philip brought him news that some non-Jews (Greeks) had begun asking to meet with him.  That he saw this as a sign, makes sense of his reply: 
‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified’ 

In today’s Bible reading from Mark’s Gospel, we find Jesus preparing his followers for what is about to come.  But it seems that, even though he realised who Jesus was, Peter hadn’t even begun to grasp what that might mean!

So, what does it mean to ‘take up one’s cross’?  I don’t have an answer, except that it will be different for each one of us, and that there is nothing we will be asked to do that we and God can’t do together

Have there been times in your life when God has prepared you for action?
What ways has God used to prompt you to ‘get going’ at the right time?
Are you willing to drop everything when He does?

‘Teach me, my God and King, in all things thee to see,
And what I do, in any thing, to do it as for thee’.  [George Herbert]

Instead of a Psalm, I’d like to suggest we read Isaiah 53.

Collect for the Second Sunday in Lent
Almighty God, 
By the prayer and discipline of Lent,
May we enter into the mystery of Christ’s sufferings,
And by following in His Way
Come to share in His glory
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Intercessions:

We pray for all who are anxious or afraid, especially for those:
	Awaiting the results of tests
	Trying to make ends meet
	Applying for a new job
	Caring for children or elderly relatives
	Teachers and all front line workers
	Bereaved

We pray for the roads in our Parish: Bank Mill Lane and Bullbeggars Lane

We pray for our Government and the nations of the world, that they may find a just and peaceful way out of the pandemic.

We pray most of all that Thy will be done, that Thy Kingdom may come.
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