Wednesday in Holy Week.
Psalm 70
1 Hasten, O God to save me; O Lord, come quickly to help me.
2 May those who seek my life be put to shame and confusion; 
        may all who desire my ruin be turned back in disgrace.
3 May those who say to me “Aha! Aha!” turn back because of their shame.
4 But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
         may those who love your salvation always say, “Let God be exalted”
5 Yet I am poor and needy; come quickly to me O God.
         You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay.

Reading: John 13:18, 21-32
18 “I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to fulfil this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned against me.’

21 After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”
22 His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. 23 One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 24 Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, “Ask him which one he means.”
25 Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord, who is it?”
26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him.
So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.
31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.



Reflection

This passage in John’s Gospel comes immediately after the foot washing episode.  I wonder what prompted Jesus to quote that particular passage of Scripture from Psalm 41?  Was it the thought of these words that ‘troubled him in spirit’ or was it as he washed his disciples’ feet that he became fully aware of the one who was not fully clean?  And was it the words of this Psalm that prompted him to say to John that the one who would betray him was the one to whom he would give a piece of dipped bread?  It seems that the reference passed the disciples by, but was it something that was so clear to Judas that it jolted him into action?

How did Jesus know what God expected of him?  We know he spent time in prayer, but he also really knew his Scriptures.  Throughout the Gospels we find Jesus always making sure that whatever he did was in line with what God had revealed to him, either directly through prayer or through the Scriptures, as he did in the Synagogue when he turned to the passage in Isaiah which clearly laid out the path he was to take:
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me
     to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

So, what else was it about Judas that might have made Jesus realise that he would be the one to betray him and brought that particular Psalm to mind?  Was it that, as a zealot (who aimed at a world Jewish theocrasy as well as resisting Roman rule) Judas would always have been delighted when Jesus confronted the authorities – and came out best!  Did he think that, by engineering a final confrontation, Jesus would have to act and overthrow the hated Roman rule?  Or was he simply hoping that he would lead a revolution for Jewish supremacy at Jesus’ side, and get all the glory for himself?  

And is it not the final irony that this act of Judas led to the one way in which every sin can be forgiven?  And that, because he couldn’t forgive himself, he didn’t live long enough to realise that even he could have asked for, and received, forgiveness. 



Lord, we pray for all of us who act without realising the consequences.  Help us to know how much we are loved, and how much you long to forgive us and welcome us home.

Help us too to spend more time in prayer and in your word, that we may come to know more clearly your will in our lives.

Help us to think of others before ourselves, and be ready to respond to your prompting in all we do and think and say.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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