
SERMON NOTES    Sunday 12th January 2025 

                                   
Theme: The Baptism of Christ 
Passages: Luke 3.15-22, Isaiah 43.1-7 
 

Some of the main themes from the sermon  
 

Memories: The difference that affirmation makes 
When new Christians are baptised or confirmed as adults, they are usually 
welcomed with a resounding round of applause. The presiding bishop will often 
tell them to remember the sound of the applause and draw on it when times get 
tough for them. That affirmation matters. I wonder if you can remember a time 
when someone who’s opinion mattered to you, affirmed you or something 
you’d done. Affirmation matters! We remember it. 
 
Why did John the Baptist baptise? 
There doesn’t seem to be any history of baptism in the Old Testament. It looks 
like something John initiated. The symbolism of being immersed in the River 
Jordan and coming out may well have carried the idea of cleansing and may also 
have echoed back to God saving the Israelites from Egypt by passing through the 
water of the Red Sea. For John it was clearly about people being ready to change 
in order to be forgiven and to live as proper descendants of Abraham (Luke 3.3-
14). 
Surely Jesus didn’t need to get baptised 
The baptism of Jesus, when the Holy Spirit descends on him ‘like a dove’, is 
recorded in all 4 Gospels (just like the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus). Each 
treats Jesus’ baptism differently but each sees it as a very significant event, 
heavy with meaning. Luke, rather like John, refers to John the Baptist as a bit of 
an aside. This is most likely to make it clear that Jesus getting baptised was a 
very different event from John’s normal baptismal customers, who were 
receiving a ‘baptism of repentance’ (Luke 3.3). For Jesus, baptism would be a 
very different experience, with a very different meaning. 
 

Why did Jesus get baptised when he did? 
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus knows that his relationship with God the Father is unique 
and special from his boyhood as Luke’s account of him in the temple explains 
(Luke 2.49-52). The question was, when would he begin his work as prophet and 
Messiah. It seems that hearing about John the Baptist was the thing that told 
him that the time had come. John’s teaching (Luke 3-3-14) was absolutely in line 

with that of Israel’s prophetic tradition. It told people to re-order their lives and 
act justly rather than relying on their Jewish heritage and assuming that God 
would not care about their conduct. John obviously made such an impact that 
people were suggesting that he might be more than a prophet – he might be the 
long awaited messiah (v15).  John knew in his bones that this was not true. Time 
then for Jesus to step forward. 
 

‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased’  
Jesus’ baptism marked the beginning of his 3 year public ministry (Luke 3.23). It 
was a clear affirmation for him and for those who witnessed it that he was more 
than just another prophet. He was the Son of God and God’s Holy Spirit was 
with him (v22). I think we need to be careful imagining what life was like for 
Jesus. He is our brother but also our Lord. Fully God but also fully human.  The 
fully human Jesus, hearing publicly what he knew to be true must have given 
him an assurance that energised and sustained him for the work he had to do. 
Affirmation matters! 
 

As Jesus went into the wilderness where he was tempted (Luke 4. 1-13) and 
then suffered his first rejection (Luke 4.14-30) he knew that he was God’s 
beloved son and that God was ‘well pleased’ with him.  He knew that God the 
Father and God the Holy Spirit were with him. He was not facing either these 
initial trials, or those that followed, on his own. That must have made a 
difference. 
 
I wonder if we can be more aware of the power of affirming people and act on 
it. 

 
Some questions for thought and discussion this week: 
 

1. Think about your happiest memory. What is it and why is it important 
to you? Can conjuring it up affect you today? Talk with members of 
your house group about your happiest memories. 

2. Think about your own baptism (or confirmation). How has your 
journey of faith mapped out since then. Note particularly the highs 
and the lows of your walk with Jesus. Share your thoughts with 
members of your house group as you feel able. 

3. In the sermon I suggest that Jesus’ memory of his baptism, may have 
sustained him in the trials that followed immediately after. What or 
who sustains you when life is difficult? 

4. Are there any other issues that were raised in the sermon that you 
would like to discuss with your house group? 


