SERMON NOTES Sunday 9 March

sunnysidechurch

Jesus: God with us
Bible passages: John 1.1-14 and Hebrews 1.1-4

Introduction

e Most important question of life one Jesus asks us: Who do
you say | am?

e Nicene Creed lays out who God we trust inis, in particular
who Jesus is (Nicene Creed at the bottom of these notes)

Jesus: God with us

e Immanuel (God with us) - unique and challenging claim

e Jesusis fully human and fully divine

e Writers (inc John and Council of Nicaea) struggle to express
this mysterious, mind-blowing and glorious fruth

God'’s self portrait
e Hebrews - Jesus is ‘the exact representation’ of God
e Jesus not only told us who God is but shows us

Why is Jesus’ divinity important?

e means we don't have to guess what God like because we
can see what God like in Jesus and have relationship with
him through Jesus

e means God not have to guess what like to be a human
being because he has experienced that for himself

Conclusion

‘The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’ (John 1.14)

Some questions for discussion
1. How do you answer when you are asked: Who is Jesus?
2. Read John 1.1-14. What do you notice?

3. John describes Jesus as the Word (Logos — an important
idea in Greek philosophy). He is saying that Jesus is the pre-
existent, divine Word of God, through whom all things were
created. Why do you think John opens his Gospel with thise

4. Read Hebrews 1.1-4. What do you notice?

5. In what ways does the idea of Jesus as God's self-portrait
deepen your understanding of God?

6. That God became a human being is a unique claim of
Christianity. How does it impact your relationship with God?

7. How might you explain that Jesus is God with us to someone
who isn't yet a Christian?

8. Whatis God asking you to do as a result of what he has said
to you through these passages? It might be something to
pray about, something to think more about, something he
wants you to talk to someone about or something he wants
you to do. Make a note of it so you don't forget!

‘The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact
representation of his being’ (Hebrews 1.3)

Why not spend some time thanking God for Jesus Immanuel
and ask him to deepen your relationship with him this week?2
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Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
tfrue God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended info heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



