
SERMON NOTES    Sunday 7th December 2025 

                                   
Theme: Advent: Looking forward to Jesus 
Passages: Isaiah 11.1-10, Matthew 3.1-12 
Some of the main themes from the sermon  
 
Who was Isaiah and what was he like? 
Isaiah was a spiritual giant. He was consumed by God. He didn’t choose to be a 
prophet by going to a careers fair or because someone put him forward for it. He 
became a prophet because God seized him. The account of this in Isaiah 6.1-8 is 
as dramatic and life changing as Abraham’s or Moses’ or St Paul’s encounter 
with the living God. Isaiah simply cannot but accept God’s call to ‘Go and tell…’. 
What he tells both Judah and the surrounding nations is often hard to hear. They 
have wandered far from God and exile and suffering result from this. However, 
Isaiah understands God’s heart and the Book of Isaiah is punctuated with 
reminders that God loves his people and will act to save them. Not only that but 
through them he will mend his broken creation. 
God, Prophets the future  
It is this understanding of God’s nature and his purposes that underpins today’s 
reading from Isaiah. Though David’s tribe and kingdom will fall, God still 
cherishes them and one of his descendants will ‘bear fruit’ (v1). This person will 
be uniquely close to God (v2-3) and he will be God’s agent (v4-5). In some way 
also, he will be a focal point for all people, not just the people of Israel. Isaiah’s 
vision of a world mended takes beyond Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection 
to the time that we too are still waiting for. In verses 6-9, he imagines a time 
when there will be no more aggression and fallen creation will be made good 
and whole. That is the time pictured by another great prophet, John, the writer 
of Revelation. The time when ‘the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea’(v9). 
What Isaiah didn’t know 
However Isaiah sees through a glass darkly, as St Paul says we all do, and even 
Isaiah doesn’t understand the overwhelming, never-ending love of God in Jesus. 
Jesus, the true Branch from Jesse was more powerful and more loving than 
Isaiah could imagine. This ‘shoot from the stump of Jesse was God’s own son. 
‘The God who made the starts and sea, become a child on earth for me.’ That is 
the great joy that lies in wait for us at the end of Advent. 
Advent: looking forward with hope and confidence 

This rich Advent reading is complex and breathtakingly exciting. We read it in 
the shoes of Isaiah and we look forward achingly to a time when the Root of 
Jesse (Jesus) will come and be God’s unique agent on earth. Other passages 
from Isaiah give more texture to the picture. He will be a suffering servant, he 
will preach good news to the poor and give sight to the blind, he will be 
Emmanuel, God with us. When Isaiah preached all this was several centuries in 
the future. Imagine something being hoped for from the year 1275. That’s how 
long the people of Israel had been waiting for the Messiah, God’s only Son. But 
he came ‘at just the right time’ (Gal 4.4). 
So maybe we can trust God that Jesus’ return, when we will see creation healed 
and ‘every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus (the suffering 
servant) is Lord’ (Phil 2.10-11) is in the same safe hands that steered history 
through from Isaiah’s time 
How then shall we live? 
In Advent we rejoice that the wait for Emmanuel is almost over and we trust 
that God is working his purpose out in our own day, we can do two things, I 
think: 

• Be loud and proud about our joy at Jesus coming at Christmas and all it 
means for us as a sign of God’s faithfulness and overwhelming love. 

• Be alert to ways in which we can be God’s assistants and Jesus’ disciples 
in doing the works of the kingdom that Jesus modelled for us. 

 
Some questions for thought and discussion this week: 
1. Is Advent more about looking backwards or forwards for you?  
2. Which do you think is the greater, more exciting miracle: That God 

should become a human child (the incarnation) or that God should raise 
Jesus from the dead (the resurrection)? 

3. How do we share our joy about Emmanuel, God with us, with our non-
believing friends in a way that keeps our integrity and respects theirs? 

4. We’ve just finished our series on Haggai. What similarities and 
differences do you notice in Haggai’s and Isaiah’s understanding of 
God’s nature and His will for his people? 

5. Look at the Bible reading from Matthew about John the Baptist. What 
can we learn from him about God and what God wants from his people? 

6. In what ways was Jesus’ message similar to and different from those of 
John and Isaiah 

7. Were there any other issues that the sermon raised for you? 
 


