
SERMON NOTES     Sunday 14 December 

                                   
Advent 3 Bible passages: Psalm 146 and Matthew 11.2-11 

 

Introduction 

• John the Baptist been very clear who Jesus was and been 

faithfully preaching that ‘Kingdom of God is near’ 

• In prison because called King Herod to repent; questions 

begin whilst waits his fate  

• Variety of responses to Jesus: some repented and followed 

him but others did not 

• John the Baptist niggling doubts about who Jesus is and 

what he is doing  

 

An encouragement 

• OK to have questions and doubts about Jesus and our faith 

• John the Baptist not just stew on his questions but tells his 

disciples and asks Jesus  

• Questions can lead to greater trust in Jesus and deeper 

faith if we honestly engage with them  

 

A challenge 

• Jesus’ answer is to point to what he is saying and doing 

• Jesus does the things that were foretold (cp Psalm 146) 

• People looking for authentic faith: do our lives point people 

towards Jesus and show the difference he makes?  

 

Conclusion 

‘Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me 

(Matt 11.6): call not to stumble if Jesus does not meet our 

expectations but to live faithfully whilst we wait for him to come 

again. 

 

Some questions to discuss 

 

1. Can you think of a time when you have felt disappointed 

by God?  What did you do about it?  

 

2. Read Matthew 11.2-11. What do you notice?  

 

3. Why do you think that John the Baptist might being having 

some doubts about who Jesus is and what he is doing?  

 

4. How does Jesus’ response encourage you today?   

 

5. Read Psalm 146. How does the Psalm deepen your 

understanding of Jesus’ response to John?  

 

6. How do you respond to the challenge of our culture’s 

longing for authenticity?  

 

7. Who (and how) might God be inviting you to tell and show 

the difference Jesus makes in your life? 

 

8. Is there one thing that you are taking away from these 

passages? Is there something you need to do in response? 

It might be something to pray about, something to think 

more about, something God wants you to talk to someone 

about or something he wants you to do. Make a note of it 

so you don't forget!  

 

“I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief”  

(Mark 9.24)  

 

Why not spend some time thanking Jesus for who he is and 

what he has done, and ask him to increase your faith and 

trust in him?  

 Revd Rebecca Fardell 


